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(g) Special rule for calendar years be-
fore 1972. For calendar years before 
1972, the provisions of this section will 
be deemed to have been complied with 
if the statements for such years were 
furnished in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section in effect prior to 
August 3, 1973, or with the instructions 
applicable to the appropriate forms. 

[T.D. 6888, 31 FR 9205, July 6, 1966, as amend-
ed by T.D. 7284, 38 FR 20828, Aug. 3, 1973; T.D. 
7580, 43 FR 60160, Dec. 26, 1978; T.D. 7623, 44 
FR 28800, May 17, 1979] 

§ 1.6060–1 Reporting requirements for 
tax return preparers. 

(a) In general. (1) Each person who 
employs one or more signing tax return 
preparers to prepare any return of tax 
or claim for refund of tax, other than 
for the person, at any time during a re-
turn period shall satisfy the require-
ments of section 6060 of the Internal 
Revenue Code by— 

(i) Retaining a record of the name, 
taxpayer identification number, and 
principal place of work during the re-
turn period of each tax return preparer 
employed by the person at any time 
during that period; and 

(ii) Making that record available for 
inspection upon request by the Com-
missioner. 

(2) The record described in this para-
graph (a) must be retained and kept 
available for inspection for the 3-year 
period following the close of the return 
period to which that record relates. 

(3) The person may choose any form 
of documentation to be used under this 
section as a record of the signing tax 
return preparers employed during a re-
turn period. The record, however, must 
disclose on its face which individuals 
were employed as tax return preparers 
during that period. 

(4) For the definition of the term 
‘‘signing tax return preparer’’, see 
§ 301.7701–15(b)(1) of this chapter. For 
the definition of the term ‘‘return pe-
riod’’, see paragraph (b) of this section. 

(5)(i) For purposes of this section, 
any individual who, in acting as a sign-
ing tax return preparer, is not em-
ployed by another tax return preparer 
shall be treated as his or her own em-
ployer. Thus, a sole proprietor shall re-
tain and make available a record with 

respect to himself (or herself) as pro-
vided in this section. 

(ii) A partnership shall, for purposes 
of this section, be treated as the em-
ployer of the partners of the partner-
ship and shall retain and make avail-
able a record with respect to the part-
ners and others employed by the part-
nership as provided in this section. 

(b) Return period defined. For pur-
poses of this section, the term return 
period means the 12-month period be-
ginning on July 1 of each year. 

(c) Penalty. For the civil penalty for 
failure to retain and make available a 
record of the tax return preparers em-
ployed during a return period as re-
quired under this section, or for failure 
to include an item in the record re-
quired to be retained and made avail-
able under this section, see § 1.6695–1(e). 

(d) Effective/applicability date. This 
section is applicable to returns and 
claims for refund filed after December 
31, 2008. 

[T.D. 7640, 44 FR 49451, Aug. 23, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 9436, 73 FR 78437, Dec. 22, 
2008] 

SIGNING AND VERIFYING OF RETURNS AND 
OTHER DOCUMENTS 

§ 1.6061–1 Signing of returns and other 
documents by individuals. 

(a) Requirement. Each individual (in-
cluding a fiduciary) shall sign the in-
come tax return required to be made by 
him, except that the return may be 
signed for the taxpayer by an agent 
who is duly authorized in accordance 
with paragraph (a)(5) or (b) of § 1.6012–1 
to make such return. Other returns, 
statements, or documents required 
under the provisions of subtitle A or F 
of the Code or of the regulations there-
under to be made by any person with 
respect to any tax imposed by subtitle 
A of the Code shall be signed in accord-
ance with any regulations contained in 
this chapter, or any instructions, 
issued with respect to such returns, 
statements, or other documents. 

(b) Cross references. For provisions re-
lating to the signing of returns, state-
ments, or other documents required to 
be made by corporations and partner-
ships with respect to any tax imposed 
by subtitle A of the Code, see §§ 1.6062– 
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